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Sang-i Siah: A Palace that No Longer Exists:
An Investigation on the Achaemenid Palace of Sang-i Stah; Dastestan-Bushehr

Ismail Yaghmaie

The Achaemenid Empire (559-330 BC) was founded by Cyrus the Great in 559 BC. His palaces in Pasargadae are universally well-
known. In 1971, while constructing water transport pipelines from the Dalaki River to the city of Bushehr, several column bases were
unearthed amidst the date palm orchards located north of Borazjan. Subsequent to the accidental discovery of the column bases, the
Iranian Center for Archaeological Research (ICAR) conducted archacological salvage excavations at the site under the direction of Ali-
Akbar Kargar Sarfaraz. For almost three weeks, he and the present author, as a team member, investigated Charkhab where the column
bases were discovered. According to Sarfaraz, this monument is an uncompleted palace dating back to the time of Cyrus. Through the
assistance of David Stronach, he dated the palace to 529 BC. While excavations at the Charkhab palace were in progress, the expedition
was informed by the locals of the palaces of Sang-i Siah and Bardak S1ah located on the other side of the Dalaki River, close to the village
of Jatiit. Excavations at Charkhab revealed that this site is neither a large palace nor a vast settlement. It is merely an abode like Jenjan that
was completely plundered and devastated by the troops of Alexander. Also, the seasonal floods destroyed the remaining parts of the very
same ruins which once survived from Alexander's troops. Findings from the excavations in the Sang-i S1ah palace are as follows : a central
hall, four porticos surrounded four sides of the hall and four doors that connect the hall to the porticos. At the first glance, the Sang-i Stah
palace resembles Cyrus’ Audience Palace in Pasargadae. The structural features of these two Achaemenid constructions are identical.
Although the entire palace has not been yet excavated and nine tenth of the building left untouched beneath the ground, one can work on its
dating and resemblance. We rightfully know that one of the characteristic features of the Achaemenid buildings is that they are symmetric
in design. This fact allows us to reconstruct the unearthed part of the building with high degree of certainty. This paper attempts to explain

how this palace was discovered and examines the results of archaeological excavations at the Achaemenid palace in Sang-i S1ah.
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Gauthier Tolin, «Les travailleurs babyloniens et le palais de Taoke », ARTA 2008.02.
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Fig. 1. Geographical
location of
archaeological sites in
the Great DaStestan.
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Fig.2. Aerial
photograph of the Sang-i
S1ah palace taken by a
crop-dusting Helicopter
belonging to the
Agricultural Office based
in Bushehr, winter 1978.
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Fig. 4. Columned hall of the Sang-i S1ah palace; excavated area, drawn by Fig. 3. Plan of the Sang-i S1ah palace, drawn by M. Kaboli and Yaghmaie
M. Kaboli in 1978, redrawn by R. S. Boroujeni. in 1978 and redrawn by M. Molahosaini in 2005 based on 1979’s mapping.
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Fig.5.Right: Central
hall and its porticos.
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Fig. 6. Left: Central

hall and the remaining
column bases.
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Fig.7-11. Ruins of

the Sang-i S1ah palace
destroyed by bulldozers
and treasure hunters some
years after the Iranian
revolution.
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Fig.12.Right:
Uncompleted
reconstruction of the
palace of Sang-i S1ah
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Uncompleted
reconstruction of the
palace of Sang-i S1ah
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Fig. 14.Iron nails used

for the doorways of the
hall, drawn by Z. Zehbari
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