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Research on the Structure of the Citadel and Tappeh Minar of Shahr-e Belgeys (the
Old Esfarayen) with Emphasis on the Results of the Seventh Season of Archaeological
Excavations

Ahmad Nikgoftar and Ali-Akbar Vahdati

The seventh season of archaeological excavations at the Islamic city of Belgeys in North Khorasan province in April-May 2015
concentrated on the citadel and the lower town was aimed at clearing up some ambiguities in quarters exposed in previous
seasons of excavations, especially unearthing the remaining part of a columned structure exposed before. Not only we reached a
better understanding of the structure and function of some spaces within the citadel, we also cleared parts of the architecture thus
discerning the function and chronology of the Tappeh Minar area.

Keywords: Esfarayen, Shahr-e Belgeys, Citadel, Tappeh Minar, Columned structure.
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Fraser, J. B. 1825 Narrative of a Journey into Khorasan in the Years
1821 and 1822, London.

Sykes, P. M. 1911 ‘A Sixth Journey in Persia’, The Geographical
Journal 37: 1-19.
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