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The Impact of Geographical Factors in the Distribution Pattern on Parthian Sites in the
Chehel-Chay River Basin, Minoudasht

Reza Mehrafarin and Elham Vosouq-Babayi

The Chehel-Chay River Basin, Minoudast, located to the east of Gorgan Plain, was according to historical sources and
archaeological data, a strategic thoroughway during the historical, especially the Parthian period. Systematic archaeological
surveys aimed at discerning the distribution pattern of the Parthian period, lead to the discovery of 110 sites, of which 80 date to
the Parthian period. Using a landscape archaeology approach we explored the relationship between the environmental conditions
and site distribution, especially the role environmental patterns played in site locations. Accordingly we used GIS softwares to
carry out cluster analyses on the sites. The outcome suggested that the river, its surrounding heights and the communication
routes were among the important factors in site distribution. Within the long intermountain valleys site distribution shows a lines
pattern along the rivers whereas in the plains sites, are distributed with short distance between them clustered around a single
large town.

Keywords: Landscape archaeology, archaeological survey, Minoudasht, Parthian period.
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4. Cluster Analyses



Shye 3l Cloagine 9 31> dlold ~(Sun — sl b yioglhS 03 390
aibaio cpl Cuodl 3l 35 So,b olie .l oy o guie () Sgol
5 Ilo)lS o 350 (uSTHE yedg3) Dyl CulSs SISl 590 5o
95 o0 9 WS (0 3L (e (e sl il Jle > Sl 6
b._\wcﬁlg (dﬁfol ul:w‘.) PRl u».o95) w; ‘L;’??’“’ OA alold prLl
O3 Ao 313 393 0lSitan] i g Ltagy Cudits o] () 55 48" sl
Shld 500 #8ls L8 oo 3l Ssdaw £e dlold 3 S Cunl LSy
O OA Y ST ja5l) € Gl o] win b biogy o33l
Sy 568 U )3 (L)) o g rosle 2 ,Solas ledMb|
(sdlaidl laacs 5l bodls oyl . Cunl S0l 5,93 50 dilaie (LS
Slasls ddlate WSl ly pliw 4 Cocdl (SKinyd 5 cloxs]
M) 039 g g dn Jele ey g Jo 45 1y
cowyawd ((§3ladl drwgd ;0 (ulS polis 3 (S oS Cuils yoo ks

sl (L5 sl i g baosls 4

w095
amd e i |y Wabogma §) 1oy VY g VY b o 0g)S
blod 4 baabgwe ool 2l (i 09)5 ool (2ldlan (S cnine
S a3 S Olon slaeys 5 C3 ot Joloin 3 LS
Bblie § g ol o ¥er 510+ cy > S §) o gl uSile
i Ao 3] oy 4y 425 b 39550 ipune ik
Sanass )3 )3 Cogal Al g Lol Lo .ol )3 V + BY g 0 L]
3 05 oyl (sladbbge 50 dnyd VO B Y+ dgds (D o &S Canl
&lio ;50051 (pos o bl wly dliold jio VO« + D> > usl &8s,
so e 290 Lagio jgbo 4y 4 Atz 3655 55 ey g
o) 3 abgze (ol ooy 63 555l )5 alols dbgoro
Slhdcsormo Jlox 10 b g atdly o0 g Do (68 &S Wlaid 5]\
el e b S Sy o 4 o] s (58]
sl asls alos

Sl 5 Sle 095 oyl cela S < plibo sl oS 5
Sl p9d a5 )3 Wl og)S Jf g Cummag Jlad ] &S )L ¥ 39 13 Canang
4]99>m dw > &S u;l °9)§O~’~l Lgbbcdow gj)’? ¥ Pk .b)b
(V B8 Oloj das 45 5 Caiis 43 LIS loo 455 0 daiixr) O 3
abogoe pl yulbipw y3 1 53Ty Bl 39 o 003 (ylome (sblés
Gl 63K BB Jlad 7 ) S et 45 Ao ) 0339y 5 0 0yd
L;Lb)?ictft;wl o (lo Ve 2 Fe 3 Fe dbgss oyl ) lm)?j el
o1 (53 eloy Yl 3 ol wslen 5 Cl S (lyey paslis
dawly xS 0)5 oyl duy oo ey (Sauer et al. 2012) d4i 0
Sl SlnsS slaabgmo 5 s 51 sladbgme oy |
domo Aoy § 45 (e daiiar Abgore 09,5yl dbgee (inke
Abgors Laid 05)S pl 40 it S VY dgds Carwg b 18 (loj
(b 89 & Lmnalogome il g Conl (JUS1 8,93 4y g po iy oy
By gl o gy (sl g opnl (slooygd o) ool S0
D o3 € yie g Stas oo (Slooygd U bt )3 gl 055

Cutingue sle Jup D539, a3 K Sladbgos (ST 55U 5 kil ol (25 57

870000 880000 890000

900000

910000

4136000

Legend

9 Case study

A the area

4128000

nver

4 riverdistance(m)
e 0-500

¢ 500-1,000
i 1,000- 1500
#® 1,500- 2,000
& 2000-2500
A 2500- 3,000
i 3000-3500
& 3500- 4,000
@® 4,000- 4,500
qH >4500

4120000

4112000

4104000

Water Resources Map ) |

4120000 4128000 4136000

4112000

4104000

870000 880000 890000

900000

910000

860000 870000 880000 890000

900000

910000

Legend

£ Case study
4 the area
DEM
<VALUE>

i 47.84-100
4 7 100-200
&' 200-300
af 300- 400
A 400-500
4 & 500-600
&P 600-700
o 700 - 800
A 800- 900

1 4 900- 1,000
o 1,000-1.100
i 1,100-1,200
a® 1,200- 1,300
T &7 1.300-1.400
7 >1400

4128000 " 4136000

4120000

4112000

Digital elevation Model Map

4128000 4136000

4120000

4104000 4112000

860000 870000 880000 890000

900000

910000

L)" JL) Cauwg p 09)& gy o odaline l.at‘.w” BEl o}9,a| 4.><j led
b s oo 48 iz 0U e85 L 4 S 44 sl doys AN davaloges
Oxzed SThe el dilaie oSl il oy 5 sl gl e Y
ol (6)S0h g8 p0 9 (o) S 0392 w3 Sl |y SISl oy
g0 035 ) Sladogns ) Lol (slalia gy b 5550
oy 3 odel G 4y (Sloodls ) Jlhw wo oy it 45 g o
o Sl ol 095 ol (S ik 9 Colrabgme (pen & by
rdbgo o g bl dgng dtwd pl ) (Sloyed ST sl il
oMl g b (S e 31 955655 Hledl 51 LolS Cals oS A
Sybge Jolo)
13 58 s Crand )0 (Ko Cliodgine pio 5 Sy (Sl yiiul
oS Gl (b 056 235) Sl Sl o & (S o cle

raebs)w“&w 5)93 cwwwb

(SN Ty 1Y 0 lods Ak
Cowd S bz
(o 4) wilsdg, 5l alold 4y

NSy 1Y ojled 4k
2SS Sdb e
Lo e 51 W1 bl
(5o a)



PV bl Bsis el g 0 3T e Lo

34 |5 AL EARY ;TN
2 |3 3) ESE 3 | a‘)] 8 R
L3 PO g e} A P
52 |2 EEAE A A
3% RN \%‘ =
33 o=l owe; | 260 | 1800 | 96 b il
12 wdewe; (1062 1300 | 210 alags o
25 S [1565] 700 | 600 | oS Gleclaos| &
10 JS> 1565 1000 | 1200 TS >

860000 870000 880000 890000 900000 910000
L s L L L 1
Slope Map
o o
o (=1
=g =
o w0
Ll [l
3 =
g Legend 3
2 9 Case study %
-+ A the area a
s Slope% s
g af 0.2 2
5 e 25 =
af s-10
§_ df 10-15 _§
81 &0 1520 8
< | o 2025 -
A 25-30 2
- o 30-35 L8
3
i 35 5
860000 870000 880000 890000 900000 910000
870000 880000 890000 900000 910000
2 Land use Map 2
S - S
w0 w0
© ©
o o
[=] (=]
(=4 (=4
=% =1
o 0
o o™
o o
S | Legend =
37 S
N | A thearea N
¥ | USETYPE ig
3 ! AFFORESTATION 3
&1 4 DRYFARMING &
= =
< | @ FOREST =
2 7] IRRIGATED FARMING -
81 7 ureaN ]
3 3
s 9 Case study =
870000 880000 890000 900000 910000
CuxBgo :F 0 ylows Al
,..'g'al&'.ial Srabixo 3 x 3 % 41 \_3 - j
00 o Ol 0 o] 2 3 490 g 331 49
R R -F R SR
3 4 | 232 Jg| 43 94
CuxBgo 1 0 0ylow Ay KR > = E
S sy ladbiome 33 s 8 12 500 )
el
12 ks 4 4 1300 -
25 o5 0 2 700 z
10 Lot 4 25 1000 5

'0535)'.0.;)4,09;»4 5)5.3 “;MJLWJL.wb

LDl Gl S (bl 2 b gono (Sabadies : Sy

(st Slayaiio polul 51 b gome (Subadigs 1) Jgior

2o
e e |y Indlogima IS Luoy> ¥ dbogoee Y0 | 0g)5 )
w5 B 4 13 HSsbe 05 o) il S et
i) o Veor BT ey by s §) adss o 5 oelS)
b s 3 9 (265 o (Slaeyd 10 05)S pl (slaalbge Lls
o @l & qawyind Llod 4y 5lai 518 Cindgine £1d5)) oS glanogS
oy g sl o &ls3g) (g0 Vo + 935 )3 (il jbosy 09,5 (4
bugio g 5l Slaz Aol 5o baaia b (b 5l 5 Slas 53
Mg))g)u&ml)ui).‘m)‘gwl)m\“ .)9.,\>)>Le‘jé~laol§
).)Lbc\]o9>m9¢w‘ Loy VO Lawyw%;d‘)bw)w
Sy 3 (535 )13 09) ol Sy cn e I3 )3 (orlie s
2 iy Bebgoes (ol (pizeed Sl (ye (Slaie) 9 S jlodcy,
Wlodds by (o S8 &) @l g (b Sy sy

o xS 5 35 i 3 S il o Sy 90
LSS,y dinabogee eyl 1l Sis s S Y 393 3 Inabogors i)
05,5 el (slolaus sl 2l oy 5 Lol 3] s s Jlbas S
b g 45 ol (Slogt 5 255 55, 4 ] L dbogoe 5
CS g JS 53 ol sy cy 51 YL Cagloy s 4 Lol opd A
5 neogs s 0 S 5 g o5 o 3 o o oS
ey oy b g IS i (S5 00,5 (5] (lmalogons sl S
Ay oy

Yoo o gl 1) LrsSilio cclaoyd > Lndlogoce oo LSS,
SIS 31 (S Clbdgine G gz > (b ol g (oo b
el g woip; Sl Sy (clvoyiuw d9s s (o)) S5 (39
s 4 ol St el 5 i loin b e ) o
(ol tlbgSans sblio sl Sy 5 bdb bl i
Loyl Sl 33 Vb Sl 4 (VD B VA VFVA (£3ga5c0)
Glotes it 35 ety dog > Cud atl )b Job
1S i e 5 355 )5 wdhe s L oS Lol 15 iz
dbgzs ol sV Mﬁ&lﬁi)l S 55265 5 (Bgo (Sl il
5 Sl Sab dbgsee o 55y 2 o Jlis B LSS, 5 0y
o) .l 05)8 ol 13 (5)leld (S5 b cawlite g CBgo (sl sl
o Ogaly )3 9 (S Ojgoy ddgs ol > Wyl Sy
PN L Jy 55 095 oo oo Sy ol o 53,
ol S+ /AL w8 dbogms (O o 5 S 68 5 S



Cuindgine Sla Joa Dil80g, Ao ga 1> SIS S gono (SWSTy (5551 )3 Sl jaa Jolge (25 FA

LMLEJM (o i

mAss S
mBo X

Cos S
mDos S

anlitil a5 ) 48 985013 55 (Y 5 S (i) 2o YO
555 ol slnabogons oy ke s slisgliol bld o

oy 4y Cuwi 0g)S pl (sl Shg bl el )l Y/ g0
St 45 S 4y Wnalogoen ol ) 3,50 s 4 il (3] LS Ol
O )30 &S5 s lolids (g)lomo ,BT Lol 31 390 93 > pizeodd g
el g oo aslisy dsld pb 4 Liwgy poye 335 Ll 3l 3590 93 S
4ol (o (Gylono U 32y (yrizman g aabgore (135 Byio ol
ol Sladbgoe A oo gl |y 09)5 (o] (Sladbgma sl (Sp 0392
515,58 3Lzl 390 55 ol g g b by > el )5

.

(S5 A
W slrday 8lag) dogs wliblinl Sl own dom)
Sl 895 4 abge A+ (slo () 3148 0y pleolits Sl ogore
3)93 9 o2l pac & Caws byl Slglyd Baimdilis ¢ o)l 5l
2 S dilate Cuonl 5l Glis yol (&S Cunl an b oyl 3 Sl
Sl 890 3 bl ydl Jlglyd e Lo 5 cawyp 0ld SIS] 60
90 o5 5 izl () 3 5m oen slopiti d ban 5
ol 0393 yol> g’y 65,501 dilais ;5 SISl laoKi;

Sl Sales 1 35 5 oo o555 2525
byl 50 aeoun) (S juiio (S Ol o Olo) 4355
ShasShisal o5 5 55 IS5 e ety SIS
2 p3)S 48 5 068 CunBae dlawlady 1 Culidgine Cuwl ol Sl
el Yoy sz 5 lr o] glie 3l Gl oSy s>
Sl oz BBag L e Voo e 3l 1S SlSa) sladbgse doys 59
oy l63,S" xws ol ] HUSLs dnd) 5y)s alold Gloyi b
Ol 51y 565 g03,S Lads |y 559y 4 > Ol slalisbs 9 (sl
lahaial SuSTy 1w Jolse 3l (6)lgenl 5 clelisy) 510455
Cliodgins o Bl Sasg blod a4y .l (Sl Joz D825y Ao )3 SIS
A 4y drgi L sl 0y oS5 (29S0lee (gl 9 S (e 93 3
oS s a5 Wlodld pus 5 SISl 890 > Ao poge o SWiSTy
S 3ol slalasS slbolie Comd 1D o 9 Calsd Caound )3 o |y 295
(Sl dbgee Y (o jioghS Ve 3935) Culbd o Cannag 3929 b
Wod Caomd > dils Cuid (S YO g S)p o dhes 3l g

870000 880000 890000 900000

910000

4136000

4128000

4120000

{ Legend

4112000

A thearea

road

T 9 Case study

Road Map

) 4120000 4128000 4136000

4112000

4104000

870000 880000 890000 900000

4104000

910000

860000 870000 880000 890000

900000

910000

Legend

£S5 Case study
4 4 thearea
DEM

<VALUE>

& 47.84-100
7 100-200
'] 200-300
A 300- 400
o 400-500

1 & 500-500
&7 600-700
o 700-800
o 800-900

1 & 900-1,000
o 1.000-1.100
o 1,100-1,200
a0 1,200-1,300
1 &7 1300-1.400

o7 >1400

4128000 4136000

4120000

4112000

Digital elevation Model Map

4128000 4136000

000 4120000

4112000

4104000

860000 870000 880000 890000

900000

910000

20955
Sedsse ol |y Waabgmee IS 5) 0oys V) cabgmes V¢ b 05,5 oyl
w25 b BSpg bld 4 5l 8lole 098 ol bl sl Sy
blio gy wlodds @Bly yio VFeo BV eee o glis) 3 a8 opl @
Cgaie Cubdgiee dyw 3blio gi 35 (el Llod 4 5 Sluwngs
9 (el 3 0239300 Jelge | (o caliel (B Sorg5 s o0
i 35 Cdbdgine ;0 (VE DYV Llain)) ConlrolSissSu drwgs
ol adly Rl 3 Ls ] & a5 L bS]z

ladater opiman 5 sl Joz A3 alox j) (o @lic 4095 o
Voo dgds )3 gy dy s bl Aol (1 Silio 5 At 493 Lo
A bdbgms pl s .l o B0+ gl 1> dadiar 4y o g yio
VO sl babogeo 09,5 3l 3 Ll sl 2uoy3 VOB B oy Jgnmsysbo

Psbs)w“ow 5)93 ‘wwwb

CurBgo 1 5 blows addls
oy o rab aomo
b))

2oyd 1Y ylods Hldged
5l bads i
g Sl

Cuxdgo 1V 0)losb il
RECAPER SN IVENS




£ b Ggg pledl g 0 2T sae Loy

Db UG e (00 do 5 iuiolbid (Gyailcol G UNYVY 3 O

Ol cwlisplusl (lolis 5 oy Sy AYAY (Sigadens Sy
(odidyiiio) GluwdS bl (Ko yd El o (Yol HB5S Cuirgico

s Jlods > cpaglyn 55 L s (liels” ATV ke sl
e O o iy o s sl e (LI5S £5)
OV-FY

lopi dw ojg> (plidpliol (plolid 5 (cpy WM Lople (g9l
odidyisio) (guwlidibuol 60Sig’s 101l jod «Cudpivo liwrgids

(U 3 e g der b (loolSi] AT ezl (ST
100905 (K8 dusgo =i dinoniS L

plychlas :0les sl @S den 5 ol gy EAYAY  Jobue (s

I il diog oD o b 5 tile NYFD ) o iy
Sinp g ele el 0y

Oylig 105 «siluorgd (slo g o Colo degaze NYEA o Bdosro o oloid)
il g (xS

20y leaS ol ~ 3, Sl ol (slain)y degazeo NYVA (s 3055
OISOl i

(l55) S S5 i wliis el (slodjplewd AYAY (Job)E (b
S5 ol ellas) : olyes

OS] (clodoli jo s 2 Siapd ejp Gpl AR S (igd
sy w10l ye5 Cudidaieo
Slosbe chlesl (0les AYAY pisS clady,  dhis Sinyd
oo Glgy Ll

hiss SlogSI s’ VAT ol a3l 28 s 5 I sorS
9093 3 ot 2 b b Qe Cuind (Sl (slaolS) izl
Ny yopbo il pale dolilas” bl ML) (clgiues
AYEF-NY Lo o b)lais

e YT IS s Slm iy Hasio G55 ATOF gy (S
8)3) 103 Iy ol sliasl sl 2g 5 la 5915 GY Lo zazes

9 Pl Wil 10l «calil £iglsd 9057 AYVA il 3 (5390200

Cod pid 10938 (Bl yud guonal «pldl 4o i AYAY @llies ¢ Bgiuo

o5l

290!

Sy s ISS s (Fupb sl g Loz NYFY il (une
LS b (olow

szl (ol 5 oy )5S AYAD (2L By ple)l 5 Loy o pflne
saSighy b cCuddaio— el fon Dby does | liwl
(o yazio) it el

Aldenderfer, Mark and Roger K. Blashfield, 1978, Cluster Analysis
and Archaeological Classification, American Antiquity, Vol.
43, No. 3:502-505

Arne, T. I, 1954. Excavation at Shah Tepe-Iran, Stockholm.

Anabestani, Ali-Akbar .2011. "The Role of Natural Factors in
Stability of Rural Settlements (Case Study: Sabzavar
County)." Geography and Environmental Planning 40(4):
89-10?

Boucharlat, Remy and Lecomte, Olivier, 1987, Fouilles de Tureng
Tepe: Les periods sassanided et Islamiques. Paris:
D'Archeologie orientale universite de Paris.

Clarke, D. L., 1976. Spatial Analysis in Archaeology, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Johnson, Matthew, 2005, "On Particularism of English Landscape
Archaeology,"  International  Journal of Historical
Archaeology 9:111-122.

Sauer, Eberhard et al., 2012, Persian Imperial Power in Late
Antiquity. Oxford: Oxbow Books.

‘9935)‘4».'5”.99.\» 5)9.3 A‘:leMAIJLMLJ

3 o> DO dgds 503 (B 5l Ll Cudod 3l 03y (650)5 3o
5 sl o 885 slazel 3 5 (26l slasyy sblio )5 ladbogme
Mo 8)Ly0 OB yg0 sl )55 @ dag b ol a8)5))\8 Cloy
& g oo e Sl g Sl slaoygs jd ddlats oyl 35,5 0LLy LS
o) il 43637yl (621848 31> Jlous| 9 3,8 o)l (ylog o 5> (el
ol sl 4y b8 dles g (el (ylog 55 45 559y iBge (SlolSisgSun
o (Sg ol 3l eddgine SISl LSl a7 3)S (yledl g Loy o
103,800l (g2 y yipo 4y cddlaio

O iSualiod) Cubdgin oS (Ll Cusdgadyengl
Iy O Ugiise il &M 5 (63550 Sluwl Glo Juoliss (o (alSyn
iy 5wl (olaidl (ladiogald )5 lawly (gladlaio (azmen
P &S @l ddlaio 3l ol 83l laasli ) (S e Cudld
5 b3 8 2 b S5 e 015 8l (T & 35 Ol 90 (slaeting
Sl 3 aopd e 128,88 S0 (gouw ) Al didlaie  Slawlg
OBS Juol ol (g0 )+ o+ 5l yaS dlold )3 Cuid b330 y3 SIS
3y (L) o ST 55 Sy ol 4 (35S o 5)
Hgo Jelos 3l (2953 S ol ol 45y ddlaie (labaly i85
sl 0353 35 adlaio )3 LolSssSuw  SuiSly 8900 4

390 839400 jllpiia 5 g oAb dylge &) drgi L ggecma)d
Oygots GlunngS Cuand )3 ()il Srdbgoe (SuSTy (ouyp
ol Lads )3 a8 Gl 039y (oL oly g wilsdgy dlasal j3 g (Jas
30 Cadd Cuoundd ) .ol Ald (65580 L Culdd (g (S olS) yitiunl
S b and)l 0gs 08Ty Al Cuind B3 1 3,515,550 byl
HSa A D Camuwg b (slabogzeo <)l yail ol podlidis bl py a8
2 Syledl Ko g8 o)yl N+ 390 ;0 a5 33 23y (sedd Cud yd
Cabd gy Sl slaol)) il (g gosmoys Lol 3yl 3639 o ol L]
G185 353 e 35 ym g iy 5 s g (e
10,5 IS o> ing 553 gl

_ 53l
gz OLBlsla o 639, 409 (lolids 5 wy09)5 31 QBRI
Rag3) A5 sl 5 ((ulibiliol (685 geaily) patie SOl
i) ity 1) olitlS) iy 03le lails 4 (o))
9 lidObul 28] (wlinls Gbgeisls) () anl) 9 Sglese
PLBlS) (S 36,3 5] izmad )5 Ruslies Sl (Sl o
e ool Bl Ol sl (el (uoliiolisly A3
AT 5 GIS sbhaiss b ly (GIS wi)l oli)ls)
15 g alio ol iy sl (Laonl® bl ) poliisylS) Ll
5 ceoliliol (68> sminly) oy Al ST ) oy
5 oleialy (gl (OladS liaed San o olitsclioly Jsio
LS o S5 el gco (1o 4 0l8 g it Jlis i )5 SaS

Sllaal 1olyes 0ol sxiuo Oaled dexy wlyl ldlas AYAY (ol gl
09 i 1R3¢ 9310y 0505 Aoy (il Sy Ui liin oS TTAYAS gyl



Cuindgine Sla Joa Dil80g, Ao ga 1> SIS S gono (SWSTy (5551 )3 Sl jas Jolge (25 Ve

rosbs)w“aw 5)93 cwwwb



