gyl (5 5l 4B)S x
11250 £ 4 e i)
“The dagger itself is after
something else. It is more
than a thing of metal
..."(J.L.Borges. The
Dagger. Selected Poems.
Penguin Books).
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“The Dagger Itself is After Something Else”
The Biography of Daggers with Crescent-Shaped Guards in the Near East

Babak Rafiei Alavi

The crescent-shaped guard daggers are known in Iran from the middle of the 2™ millennium to the first centuries of the 1*'millennium
BCE. They first appeared in the mid-2" millennium and have mostly been discovered from Elamite sites in the Khuzestan Plain.
Their presence continued through the last quarter of the 2™ millennium and expanded over a wide geographical area, from north and
northwest of the Iranian Plateau to the south of the Persian Gulf. By the first centuries of the 1st millennium, the geographical extent
of'the daggers was again limited, this time chiefly to northwest Iran.

The guard on these daggers alternate between a functional and non-functional attribute through time. In the first phase, it had a
functional role that changed to a decorative one in the second phase, and with the gradual development of iron blade in the third
phase, the guard transformed back to its functional trait.

By looking at the crescent-shaped guard as a technological style that reflects both technological changes and cultural traditions, this
article attempts to understand the temporal and spatial distribution of the daggers, and to examine social aspects of the style such as
imitation, communication and social boundaries.

Keywords: Daggers, Middle Elamite, Late Bronze Age, Iron Age, Khuzestan plain, Style, Function
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8- Henrikson, 1987:54 - 56, 63.
9- Young, 1969: fig. 25/ 11.
10- Henrickson, 2011 : fig. 6.15.
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Fig.1.Daggers with
crescent-shape guards . .
dated to ca. 1500-1300 YL 0y53L
BCE (drawn by the
author).
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Fig.2. Different
component parts of a grip
without blade from Haft
Tappeh showing how at
first the crescent-shape
part was made, and then
used as the binder of the
grip to the blade.
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11- Fukai; Ikeda, 1971:97: No. 3, pl. XXVIII: 3, pl. XLV : 35.
12- de Morgan, 1905 : fig. 638.
13- Piller, 2008 : Abb. 33; Schaeffer, 1948 : fig. 217/ 3.
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Fig. 3. The connecting
method of the grip to the
blade by the crescent-
shape part on the Haft
Tappeh’s daggers (photo
by the author).
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Fig. 4. Daggers with crescent-shape guards dated to ca. 1300-1000 BCE (drawn by the author)
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Fig.5. The daggers with
crescent-shape guards
from Marlik (now in the
National Museum of
Iran). The slit between
grips and crescent-shape
parts indicates that how
the crescent part was later
added to the daggers. The
slits can be easily seen, as
originally the ornaments
overlie them and thus the
artisan did not attempt

to cover it (photo by the
author).
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Fig. 6. The golden
dagger of Kelardasht
(now in the National
Museum of Iran).
Despite the grip and
blade being made
separately, the crescent-
shape part is ornamental
and does not connect the
two parts together (photo
by the author).
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Fig. 7. Representation
of three daggers on the
Hasanlu Gold bowl.
The middle dagger has
a crescent-shape guard
(drawn by the author).
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37- Vanden-Berghe, 1964 : pl. XXXIV 227.

38- Yule; Weisgerber, 2001 : pl.2: 20, 21, 22.

39- Lombard, 1984 : fig.2/ 1.

40- Lombard, 1984: fig.2:2.

41-Yule, 2014 : fig. 17/ 2, 4.
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Fig. 8. Daggers with
crescent-shape guards
(ca.1000-800 BCE). The
Iron parts are shown in
gray color (drawn by the
author).
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