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Archaeological Landscape of Qayinat and Zirkiih Region, South Khorasan

Based on the Findings of the 2015 and 2016 Archaeological Surveys

Mostanser Gholinejad™*

) /3/

! PhD Candidate, Archaeology, University of Paris 1 Sorbonne Panth¢ on, ArScAn, Al eyl 09l ypaw ) ) ol ¢ gl il 548l aoliisliwly (685 (ggzeiils !
UMR 7041. Corresponding author : mostanser@outlook.com mostanser@outlook.com : Jsiue odiug
oS> i cleMb

3

ceoliobinl Lld 5 b a5 Glasl s98 (Sl lasd Al ded b a8 3y 55 Ol dilaie j (S5 (s Olgiedr g oluls
Sl gy D5 o0 000 (oMol (lyg0 )>L.o b oS (svodur (So)b gio p ddlaie cpl pb oyl Jls oyl b ol 00is (Byro g aislis
ailaie sladbgme )l il So)sd 5 (I e 5 (5 Ol Ol (gl il A28 (0935 pslaiod oS 3] d0d S (cwlirplinly
Ol i 1y Sluls Adlato .33le ygy cwliir bl (slaaisly 4 il b1 adlate  cwliir bl S0, (Ulg) dinndlgs (g b a0t plocl
)35 o0 deio dthaio (yl Sl & 35 iyl Jols (ol Ol (laodls 13,5 (Byme (S0)b Ggie 53 Olatd 5l i cx ke Ulgis s
S Gy o 9 (S350 (250 93 ) Sl golis Allie (ol O )13 (cwy 3y90 b ds (o psl Ans 13 S Gliwyacd sl i
oMl b Ko (1193 31 (il (slaoygd 3539 1ol hols s ol by &g 00 il 3315 (63 g0 g 0 S 0ASLs
ol o ololiss B wlad S S polin Loy 5 asie slagS &) dogs b Oluls ddlate oLl Cilises bl )3 o ol 3l
oMol Oy sl b St (g0 3 Sl laabgmes o Su,b sloails o T Jlisl (saolo bl O olKely] e aald) (gylons
3 5 B rirdisl (6318 (Sltl L 5 (Ko Ggpb g Mo (GUliy & Bane Jgie (slaaibly ol )lS5Ki g & (0l

Sgyen oy Ciliseo (clnojgd 1> 4l oyl gy p  Jiuws olgS il oyl 539 nalogoen (6138706 (sl Sylko oy etee

lagy b
VET/ P10 sl
VR BNl

S (85
ool (gwyn
Oliagd

ol

odw

o555

Abstract: South Khorasan, as a core part of the historical region known as Quhistan in the east of Iran, has
not archeologically been fully recognized and introduced; however, Early to Late Islamic texts repeatedly
mention and describe it. The archaeological survey conducted during the last decade have partly
compensated the lack of archaeological information on this region. The main goals of these projects were
mapping the archaeological sites and monuments, identifying ancient sites and settlements, dating cultural
materials, and finally, establishing the cultural sequence of the region. Based on historical texts, the Qayinat
region was probably the most significant area of Quhistan. In the last decade, the Qayinat region has been
surveyed in three phases, based on the political boundaries of the region. This paper presents the findings
from the central and Sidih areas of Qayinat, as well as the Zirkah district, which were investigated in the
winter of 2015 and 2016. The surveys adopted a stratified random sampling approach with grid-based maps.
The results attest to settlements from the Stone Age to the Late Islamic period, distributed across different
geographical areas with the same patterns in Qayinat and Zirkiih regions. The sites included architectural
constructions (castle, ancient mosque, mausoleum, water structure, reservoir, historical building etc.),
archaeological sites (from the Stone Age to the Late Islamic period), cemeteries, caves, and petroglyphs.
The artefacts found at these sites mainly consist of ceramics, stone tools, and metal objects, which serve as
important chronological markers for dating these sites. These findings provide valuable evidence of the
region’s prosperity during various historical periods.
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